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Now that Ive gone over the various components of the story of Rip Van Winkle, its time to summarize it, and these are the points Ive come up with. Firstly Ive found that theres no real plot, but only the plot of the action that takes place. Secondly, I believe that the primary idea behind this story is the idea of American myths and legends, which stem from the Puritans of the 1600s
(Savagez 2009). The idea of these legends and myths comes from the colonial period, where stories were made up and passed on by word of mouth. These stories are told to the children, who in turn, begin to believe them. This prompts the adults to begin telling the myths as well, so that the children grow up to be part of the “pure Yankee blood”. With this, I believe that the basis

for the story lies in the colonial day period, and the town of Sleepy Hollow is merely the disguise the author is giving to his fictional town (Savagez, 2009). Although a lengthy introduction may seem tiring, once we dig into the body of the text we can more easily understand the workings of the text. I also find that although I havent listed all the major themes that appear in the
story, I have discussed some of the more important ones. The most important of these is the idea of American myth. I believe that this idea can be seen in the story of Rip Van Winkle. Furthermore, I also feel that this is a very crucial way to view the story of Rip Van Winkle. When it is examined closely, this story tells us a great deal about the thoughts and struggles of the Puritan

settlers. Specifically, this story tells us a great deal about the Puritans role as colonizers in the new world. The Puritans were one of the first groups to set sail on the sea in the hope of establishing colonies in North America. They were the first to settle in Jamestown and other such settlements.
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