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Revisiting Mahabharata with Devdutt
Pattanaik is an exclusive presentation by
Audible. Mahabharata is a story that
communicates Vedic Ideas such as dharma
and karma. It narrates the epic quarrel over
property between five brothers (the
Pandavas) and their hundred cousins (the
Kauravas). The events are supposed to have
taken place 3,000 years ago, in the Gangetic
plains. It was composed orally and
transmitted for centuries before it was
written down in Sanskrit about 2000 years
ago. The text has been translated into Tamil
and is updated from the original text. His
work has been admired by multiple expert
readers and scholars. He has completed
Mahabharata for Tamil and a half of
Ramayana. His aim is to capture the
character of the story in Tamil. If you are not
aware of Ramayana, you must hear it out.
Even though it is a Hindu epic, it is for
everyone. He does not think his work will
become the Mahabharata of Tamil and
Sanskrit. He does hope to make it to the list
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of Mahabharatam classics that people will
treasure for a long time. He will get to hear
Krishnamurthy Kalyanasundaram speak his
work in the traditional way, but in spite of his
talent, he will not be able to narrate the
story as Krishnamurthy. His Tamil is not
fluent. So, he’s going to try, he says. There
are a lot of differences. We share so many
words with Sanskrit, and yet, in Tamil, the
situation is different. There are words in
which the current form is different from the
original one. They are words that have
evolved over the millennia. You might know
them if you have studied the Vedic era.
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Mahabharata Part 1 (English) With the recent
launch of iPad Apps for Indian languages,

some of you may be wondering if there are
other interesting apps on the horizon. There

are! Touted as ‘The first full-featured
translation app for iPhone, iPad, and iPod
touch’, Widge Translate has a range of
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features designed to help people around the
world communicate in their native

languages. I’ve personally used this app for
translations in Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, and I’m

sure there are many others. But what do
these translation apps mean for the wider

diaspora? Here are some of the features for
Widge Translate that I found interesting: The

company has explored several such
segments like the Indian music scene,

female rappers, food travel, queer culture
and more. Mae also works closely with sports
organisations to create content around their

stories. She says the podcast has helped
them explore community issues and

strengthen the bonds of those who are far
away from each other. Youll often get a

story, a rant or a joke that no one wanted to
tell you, she points out. And then it becomes
a point of discussion when you finally listen.
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